
*Construction may be done in phases. Such projects may require additional inspections.
** Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning

When to call for inspections for small buildings 
(Part 9 of the Ontario Building Code including houses and small commercial structures)

Required Building Inspections Required Plumbing Inspections Required HVAC Inspections

Type of inspection When to call for inspection Type of inspection When to call for inspection Type of inspection When to call for inspection

Footings • at completion of formwork, Outside storm & • at completion, before 
before pouring concrete sanitary sewers back filling and ready 

for testing

Foundations* • at completion  Water service • at completion, before 
back filling and ready
for testing

Structural • at completion including Inside storm & • at completion and ready Rough-in HVAC**/ • at completion of 
framing* rough-in of plumbing sanitary drains for testing air extraction rough-in, before installing 

and HVAC insulation

Rough-in, water • at completion and Rough-in kitchen • at completion of rough-in, 
supply, drains, ready for testing exhaust system before operation of 
waste and vents (non-residential) system

Fire Separations • at completion of wall, floor
and shaft fire separations   
and fire stopping, before  
installing interior finishes 

Insulation & • at completion of insulation 
vapour barrier and vapour barrier, before

installing interior services

Fireplaces, • at commencement of  
Gas Appliances installation
and Chimneys

Occupancy • consult your inspector Occupancy • at completion of istallation Occupancy • mechanical systems ready
of required fixtures for testing

Life safety • at completion of standpipe, 
systems sprinkler, fire alarm and

emergency lighting systems

Final interior • at completion of interior Final • at completion of Final inspection • at completion of all 
inspection construction inspection installation of fixtures mechanical systems

Final exterior • at completion of exterior 
inspection construction

The Ontario Building Code, Subsection 2.4.5.,
requires builders to give notice to the Chief Building
Official when construction is ready for inspection
at defined stages.

It is therefore, your responsibility to contact the
Building Division to conduct the required inspections
once you construction project starts. Depending on
the nature of your project, inspectors may have to
visit your site several times. Neglecting these
inspections may cause you costly delays and time
consuming work stoppages.

The attached schedule lists the various types of
mandatory inspections that may be required for
your project. The table also describes the stages 
of construction where you must notify the inspector
of your readiness for inspection. Cost for these
inspections is included in your building permit fee.
Additional inspections can be arranged through
your local inspection office. An additional fee 
may apply.

Although most inspection requests can be processed
within one day, inspectors will require a minimum
of 48 hours notice to book a time to visit your site.
When conducting their mandatory inspections,
building inspector must be able to see that part 
of work under inspection. Any building elements
covered before the related mandatory inspection
has been made, will have to be uncovered for
inspection and passed before the completion 
of your project.

Please remember that your stamped permit plans
must be on site for each inspection.

If you have any questions regarding these mandatory
inspections, or are unclear as to when you should
call for an inspection, please contact your local
inspection office. The telephone number of your
local inspection office is listed on the reverse of
this brochure.

                                                                     




